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Timely Correction

The Daily Express rendered very useful service
vesterday by reproducing two photographs taken
fresh from an American newspaper, which had
apparently printed them as illustrations of the
present deplorable state of England. In the
one case Buckingham Palace was shown at the
moment when it was being * Stormed by
* Thousands in New Riot.” In the other case
the KING, driving tophatted in an open carriage,
was supposed to be scornfully rejecting a
pathetic appeal of the unemployed for alms.
Both pictures turned out, after the most praise- |
yworthy research, to be perfectly genuine. Their |

,onl} fault was that they represented an entirely
% i different order of events. The first had been
f taken some years ago, when an enormous crowd
iof most loyal citizens surged round Buckingham

Palace to welcome His MAJESTY’S return from
4?11\; convalescence at Bognor. The second
' depicted a familiar annual episode on Epsom
Downs, where the gypsies are wont to run
b:_-nd{, the Royal carriage in 'the hope of

“coin from the King.”

There is no particular reason to inquire
whether these astonishing perversions were due
to malice or merely to stupidity. Let their
authors have all the benefit of the doubt. But
there is every reason why they should be
corrected (as in this case they have been cor-
rected) without a day’s unnecessary delay.
Otherwise they foster a false impression which
is apt to spread at an almost incredible pace
among people who have no means of checking
its accuracy. Half the troubles between the
United States and this country have had their
origin in a phrase or in a picture. Our
Washington Correspondent, for example, re-
corded yesterday his anxiety on reading that
~ European newspapers are reviving the old
“insulting reference to Uncle Shylock.” His
principal authority for this statement, as he
teils us privately this morning, is a message
purporting to quote from the new issue of the
Observer, whose blameless columns did indeed
contain a mention of Uncle Shylock—but a week
ago, and in a retrospect of ancient history by an
American writer | Certainly nothing could be
more dangerous just now, when British news-
papers as a whole are maintaining an admirably
sober outlook on Anglo-American relations,
than to be too proud to set right these
misrepresentations.
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