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SIR IF. PETRIE ON AGE|
OF CIVILIZATION.
OLDER]TH&AN NEANDERTHAL
MAN.
An immense antiquity, so great, in fact,
ante-date Neanderthal Man and all other |

known human remains, was claimed by Pro-
fessor Sir Flinders Petrie for a civilization in

| paper on “ The Earliest Civilization of Egypt

read before the Anthropological Section. The

| actual words of the concluding portion of his |
| paper, in which he made this claim, were :—

‘““There is no need to worry about whether

the Galley Hill man can be so old ; we have
| wiped the slate clean, and can now start from

|
|
|
l

a very much earlier age- with an advanced
form of the human type that is far before the
Neanderthal man or any other yet known.”

The claim was based on evidence discovered
within the last three years in the basin of the
Fayum. Beneath an already known pre-
historic settlement the works’ of a still earlier
culture had been found. [t was termed
Badarian from the name of the place 30 miles
south of Asyut, and its pottery was finer and
thinner than any of a later date discovered in
D From the fact that some of the work

found at levels which were covered by
water after 10,000 B.c. to 13,000 B.c, it was
argued that the civilization dated at least to
the earlier of the two.periods, and the evidence
suggested that it was of an even greater anti-
quity ; for the position of the deposifs showed
that the Badarians brought their civilization |
into Hgypt from outside and thereafter |
gradually became . degraded. Their finest
work: was done shortly after their arrival in
the country.

The. civilization of the Fayum must be re-
garded as of the same type as the Badarian,
and as it spread right inte Palestine we were
dealing with’a widespread civilization. of one
style and character. The portions of human
skulls recently discovered in the Fayum were
of this period, and were absolutely and com-
pletely the modern man. :
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