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{ LEARNING TO WORK.

A COUNTRYMAN’S
TRAINING.

TOO MUCH “BLACK-COAT? %
EDUCATION. 3l j‘:\_ ek
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. - ¢ /[L"{ it
sir,—When the Minister of Education de- R« P ] . [L/I{ 5 g b
]'1‘-'”'7'5 _ﬂ”’-‘ ]’I'L'I'f‘i‘-"]Jt'r‘ for black-coat occupa- Lo

tions, 18 it not time to lo + the causes of

the aversion to hand-worle i W 1d country ? | 4 £ Ao g slapa) /"" Dt ﬁL 4’:}
5 e A

We have for 50 years made children sit still
on benches, and r-ljl[_\' use books

55 18 it sur-
rising that they grow up preferring an indoor |
liil'r‘ ? We have ;';1}11~[-i[£-1_11 a system devised | r}:(‘“‘"‘f’c—" "‘AL
during the last féw centuries for training
head workers, and it has been blindly applied
to hand workers.
What does the countryman need for suceess
i life ! First, a physique ° blowzed with |
health and wind and rain,” while the towns-
man needs to resist sedentary chill and close
rooms, The countryman must. therefors, grow
up almost entirely in the open air. xt, he
must be weatherwise to guide his daily work,
and this is only learned under an open sky. |
Then he must know all the crops, their manage- |
ment and diseases ; the soils, their treatment,
and mode of working. He must be instinetively
| familiar with cattle, and tend them from the |
time he can toddle, s0 as to know their feelings |
| and ways, their health and ailments. He should |
know all the wild plants and animals, their good
and evil. Every girl should know how to live
on the e " far as  possible, and
not. on packets from a grocer. Every bo;
should know how to do rough carpentry and
cot building. The work of the schoolmaster,
at least in the warm months, will be mainly in
the fields, and the schoolroom training in the |
winter should be similarly adapted to the !
countryside. When the age of reasoning is
developed it is time to teach the principles
which underlie the practical knowledge. The
structure of men and animals, first aid, and
the recognition of disease: the chemistry of
soils and plants, the economic structure of |
business, of society and of nations—all this
should be supplemented by plenty of biographi-
cal history, the lives of great men, their dis-
coveries, successes, and failures, and how |
much we inherit from their labours. Probably
three hours a day for half the year would
suffice for these if seriously handled. Music
shou'd be based on portable instruments and
singing, so as to be a home subject: even
the humble concertina is far better than gramo-
phone or wireless, for we need to cultivate | .
| mdividual ablity and effort.

The problem i wholly different in towns :
the school thers is a refuge from the street : but
the need of instinetive cooperation of hand and
eye is even greater than it is for the country-
man. How this is to be linked with practical
work is the problem. Anyway the first object
must be to encourage the natural instinct to
do, and see & result.  Kill that, and you kill the
workman. Child labour and vocational training
are the horror of the unco® wise, but such lore
18 the basis of ability., All teaching should
proceed from the concrete tamiliarity, to the |
linking of facts into general explanations. It is
the opposite to the theoretical view of a subject,
which is the wrong order for learning, The blaclk-
coat ideal of a broad platform of general
knowledge, and an aftergrowth of specialization,
is born of Civil Bervice examinations ; if true for
mental professions, it yet is useless where the |
physieal and bodily training is the essential
basis of earning a hiving. 15 a violinist trained
on -books till he knows the theory of mmsic,
before he is put to the vocation of playing ?

Yours faithfully,
FLINDERS PETRIE.
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